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His Excoliscncy, the Governor CT 01 1998 


Stato House conearp NH 
Concord, New Eanpshire rE, 


Dear Governor Dwinelis 


You Esve inquired whether any provision of 
the Now Eoanpshire Canstitution or of the Revised Statutes Annotated 
requires the Ceneral Court to stay in cession untli ell bilis have 
beon presanted to you for your Signature. 


My ensver to this question is in the atfirn- 
ative and I respectfully ccaviss that in my epinion the General Court 
is not permitted to addonucom until cll bills havo been presented to 
you by the Eccretary of Stato, signcd by tho Snealier of tho VYouso ang 
the Presidcat of the Sonate, Constitution of Now Monnskire, Part Tt 


[naam on. 


Articlo Abs Revised Statutes Anestotad 1s Gsinien of tho Justices, 
an ta a MEER EE IE I aL NEN SEE LER TENTTY 


76 Nese OGl, Occ (1911)-~ 


Tho prozent renuironment of presontation of 
legislation to you for enpproval is contained in RSA 14319, Undor the 
provisions of tiis gestion, wiich itcolf is based uronm en sct of 1258, 
the Supreme Court of Now Meapshire was estiicd Wiscther an act could bo 
presented by the Scoretam of Stute to the Covernor for sicnature 
after final edfourrmest of the Goneral Court, Trio opinion was then 
answered in the negative. LIscnination of the authoritios and the Law 
to date roveals no change tucscin. 








Purthorasre, vhile tho specifica basis of the 
decision rondered in the Cpinion o2 the Sustices in 1911 wan “. e « 
that no authority hss boon conferred upon the Sesrotary of State to 
present bills after the adlourzccat of tho Legislature « « o” (76 NeHe 
601, 605), the High Court specizicslly reserved trom this decision aad 
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did not pass upon the Constitutional ctestion of whother such powor 
Could be given at all. Trcre is a dicts in tho nore Sucscediny norvae 
graph, howovor, in vhioh tho Cour2 points out that with only a few 
exceptions over the course of now ono hunircd ang Titty yoors tio 
Governor hag informed the tyo breaches ef tho Legislature in his 
MOSSaIO Of Edjournncnt conctsorning tho Gisposition of bills ord xo. 
Solvos that havo been presentca to Bise In implying that tais indicates 
legislative ecticn end, in RY opinion; Stronsly hinting that o consti 
tutional amendment Would bo reauireg to pormit prosentment after final 
adjournment, tke Cours Said (at Py Go5)e "This 6cens to show that tho 
Constitution fo= ove> a hundred years has been nndorstead to mean that 


Rospoctfully submitted, 


_Louls C. Wyman 
Attorney General 
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